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 Recap of the last three days.

Sunday–my new designated non-writing work day. I did indeed fill hours of it with meetings and other things that surprisingly come up on days like these. I was only ‘free’ for the last four hours of wakefulness and debated working, but I felt like it’d just be work I’d need to rewrite for quality anyways.

Monday–Pretty productive. I hit 16,000 words, and I felt like I had all the elements I needed to in order to write the 2nd chapter of the Solstice.

Tuesday–Today was not as ideal. I had to waste 50 minutes of my morning on other tasks, and I’m feeling the sharpness I get from the best rest, mental energy, and other factors it’s hard to control slipping. I also think it’s the complexity of the chapter. Still, I got through my notes and reshuffled scenes around.

Conclusion: It’s ‘done’. The second chapter of the Solstice lies at just over 30,000 words. With that said, I am believing my decision to delay was correct. I now take Sundays off, but that means ordinarily I have TWO days to write a chapter.

One to write, one to edit. Ideally I write shorter chapters but in this case, I just wrote for two days with no revisions. I will write the 3rd Chapter on Thursday, Friday, edit on Saturday, and perhaps post the 1st Chapter of the Solstice on Saturday-Sunday.

This allows me to edit all three chapters I’ll hopefully have in tandem…and I believe there will be some shuffling around of scenes and adding a lot more details and nuance. I don’t know if they’re lower quality than I want; reactions are mixed.

Having a live audience while I write is a good thing, sometimes, for motivation and understanding if a scene is hitting the emotional levels I want or building anticipation, but the readers cannot see ahead, nor do they read it at the pace of a regular reader. It may be that I will stop stream-writing because the reactions no longer help me.

They were mixed, this chapter, I think, so we will find out if that’s systemic to the chapter or the method and pacing and lack of edits for them. Either way–I am on-track and will take Wednesday off as usual before heading into it Thursday. Releasing Saturday/Sunday remains the plan but we shall see.

I worry, mostly, that my concentration will wane after this, because I have already written 65,000 words in about six days. Having days off to recharge helps but near the end of the Solstice I may flag.

There’s also what I cannot control, which is writing scenes that are excellent and amazing because the moment requires it. I worry…but I will continue to do my best. Optimism? …This chapter muddying narratively aside, I am writing without collapsing. Time will tell if this is too grandiose or confusing or has too many twists or turns, but we’re in it. I’ll update you on Saturday. Thanks for waiting.

–pirateaba

PS. Do not comment any spoilers about the streams here or anywhere else. I am removing them if I see them. I will begin banning people if they do it anywhere, be it Reddit, Discord, or the site.
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